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PROTECTION O F  SVi’ANS 
NOT  T O  BE DIMII\TISKED 

Biological Survey Chief Explains Continued 
Protection of the Species in Spite of 

Alleged Destructive Habits  

Explaining why no open season on Swans had been 

provided in t’he recent amendTents to the regulations under the migratory-bird 

treaty act, Paz1 ‘J. Redington, chief of the Biological Survey of the United 

States Department of Agriculture, stated that he considered that to recormnend 

an open season in the Unit.ed States at this time on these beautiful and com- 

paratively rare birds would be a v iolation of this country’s  obligations under 

our treaty with &eat Britain. Many requests had come to the Biological Survey 

to allow limited shooting of swans, the plea being made that they were destroy- 

ing wild-fowl food plants by pulling them up by the roots in such quantity as 

to menace the fut..ze supply  for other waterfowl. Answering this charge spe- 

c ifically, Mr. Redington said that investigations made by the Biological Survey 

do not show that swans destroy wild-fowl food to any greater extent than do 

other species of waterfowl. In fall and winter they take the parts they like, 

but leave sufficient seeds, fragments of rootstocks, tubers, etc., to insure 

reproduction of the food crops the next season. “If this :?ere not true, I1 he 

stated, llswans would be compelled to abandon their favorite wintering grounds, 

and the fact that they do not do so, but instead return to them year after 

year is  really  a guarantee that their feeding habits are not so pernic ious as 

is  believed. I1 



Swans have been given complete protection throqhout Yiis country, I.‘r. 

Redington explained, for tx~, reasons . In the first place the total number of 

our two species combi;:ed is noi, large! e;,l;l. in the second place, ;-as practically 

all the s::;axs of ~asterzl ‘\:orth America ain-ier j.n a Li.mi-Led area in the Middle 

Atlantic States; irreparable dazqe SC ~~5.c q.p::cies vould iesuLt if shooting 

were perr,lit’;cd. !:Of the t.ly>, s;~zies of swans. Jf he sEid, tfi;he trumpeter swan 

is imj?racticalls to expect. the average (;unncr to distiag-uieh between the 

trumpeter an the $listling swans, it has seer?& necessary to give all s:vans 

close pTotcct.ion. I%.? 3iolcgical Survey has :j;ivdr, the di.tuation the most care- 

ful considecetion, ,ajhf.ch %t great1.y desorvss, since ;2.n 6rro.r at this stage 

species. 

xvi: ;Tds t no ‘; 7 “se sight of the fact ,I’ he added, What swans are nild 

fowl and even while ntirely protected. are zntitled to 8 share of the common 

food s-q?ly . Ii-2 o~~.hx:r.- vi-02iis , the svans should not ;ti hold gLl.ty of stealing 

food t’;Jat do+:; no: b:iT ong ti, them. Ihe complexities that enter into the situa- 

tion are du2 to the i .,crensing popularity ii.- the sport of I%..& shooting and 

ducks. #The c;oasu+~ion of ail&-duck foods and cf baits bar SVEIX is one of the 

hazards of th? spart of duck shooting under oristing conditions, and it is is- 
possible by *: q.d~t5 is-. to arrange every de~.il of the whole problem to the en- 
tire satiSf’W’:52.Gn of ‘iveryone. Yne swain is en$itled to a very charitable at- 
titude on tu:, 2.zrt of’ t.l’L3 sunner, especially in vien of the 3ird’s rarity and 
its ~j.qy 4,;@,.‘l.j.ties. ‘1 

The 3iologicsl Survey is kzepin, e the snxtter under investigation with 
a view to safe~-u2rc?ing the species for the enjoyzznt not only of the present 
generation but of those to Callow in lstcr years. Mr. aedington closed his 
statenont vith a pie% for ihe sympathetic considsrstion of all sportsman, "in 
view of the rather precarious condition of the whistling s.%n and the still 
more dubious situation of the trumpeter SWSJ..~~ sl;r3,xs enjoy similar protection 
in Canada., under the terze of the treaty protecting birds that migrate betneon 
the two countries. 


